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Business

Canada launches review of Competition Act, invites
consultation
By Elizabeth Raymer

(November 17, 2022, 1:03 PM EST) -- Canada has announced public consultations for a second round of
amendments to the Competition Act, which “is a critical step in achieving our government’s commitment to
improve competition and affordability for Canadians,” Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry
François-Philippe Champagne said in a statement on Nov. 17.

 
In April the government released draft amendments to the Act, which included drip pricing and abuse of
dominance, expanded evidence-gathering powers for the commissioner of competition, a new criminal
provision for wage-fixing and increased penalties for anti-competitive behaviour.

 
Most of those amendments were passed into law in June, with some ― pertaining to wage-fixing and no-
poaching agreement amendments, for example ― coming into effect a year later, at the end of June 2023.

 
With the announcement of the public consultation on a further review of the Act, “we really are in part two
now of a “massive review in many different areas,” said Kenneth Jull, a partner in Gardiner Roberts LLP
and adjunct professor in the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Law.

 
“It’s a tremendous opportunity for lawyers academics to have some input into where competition law will
go in the next 20 years,” Jull told The Lawyer’s Daily.

 
“The first step in modernizing the Competition Act was to make the targeted improvements announced in
Budget 2022” in April, Champagne said in the statement. “These changes addressed shortcomings in the
Act and have brought Canada more in line with international best practices, including by increasing
penalties for companies that contravene the Act.”

 
The launch of the review on Nov. 17 is intended to seek Canadians’ views on broader changes to the Act
“and its enforcement framework, including changes that will help the Competition Bureau better protect
consumers and the integrity of the marketplace.”

 
To improve Canada’s competition framework, the review will look at:

 
the scope of the Act;
enforcement methods and corrective measures set out in the Act; and
the improvement or reinforcement of competition policy in increasingly digital and data-driven
markets.

Canadians may make written submissions online until Feb. 27, 2023.
 

“A series of roundtables will also be held with a variety of stakeholders to ensure we hear diverse views.
The comments collected will help inform the next steps, including potential changes to the law,”
Champagne said in the statement.

 
If you have any information, story ideas or news tips for The Lawyer’s Daily on business-related law and
litigation, including class actions, please contact Elizabeth Raymer at elizabeth.raymer@lexisnexis.ca or
905-415-5888.
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