
The (legal) insiders’ guide to Toronto, a city ‘full of diversity and vibrancy’
Local IBA delegates pick their favourite places to visit, eat, drink and dance in a city 
renowned for its neighbourhoods

Soma Ray-Ellis

Partner & Chair Employment 
and Labour Law Group
Gardiner Roberts

I highly recommend Amal, the Michelin-
recommended restaurant in Yorkville for its warm 
ambiance and authentic Lebanese flavours that 

transport you straight to Lebanon. The mezze selection is outstanding 
and the service is always impeccable. It’s my top choice for both business 
lunches and relaxed dinners.

Mario Paura

Partner
Stikeman Elliott 

Blue Bovine is my cool vibe for an el-toro espresso 
martini, juicy steaks, fresh sushi and a live DJ to keep 
the energy high.

Katherine Hutchinson

Director, International Business 
Development & Client Engagement
Bennett Jones

Toronto’s downtown hides a menagerie for you to 
find as you walk between meetings. Spot the bronze 
cows lounging outside the Toronto-Dominion Centre 

and a fountain of dogs ​and lions outside the Bank of Montreal.

Christina Doria

Partner, Disputes Resolution 
Practice
Baker & McKenzie

I recommend strolling through Yorkville, a 
charming neighbourhood, with boutique shops, 
galleries and cozy cafés. For dinner, try Alobar 

Yorkville, Osteria Giulia or The Oxley gastropub – each offers 
something unique. Afterwards, enjoy gelato at The Gelato Shop 
or classic ice cream at Summer’s. To end the evening, head to the 
Writers Room Bar on the 17th floor of the Park Hyatt Toronto for a 
cocktail and great city views.

Vaughn MacLellan

Managing Partner - Toronto
DLA Piper 

Enjoy a walk along our beautiful Lake Ontario 
waterfront. Learn more about our national sport 
(obsession!) at the Hockey Hall of Fame. Check out 

our fantastic collection at the Art Gallery of Ontario and stroll through 
our unique Kensington Market. Relax with a pint and oysters at John & 
Sons Oyster House on Temperance Street or cocktails and small plates 
at the stylish Clockwork lounge in our iconic Fairmont Royal York. 
Connect, learn and have fun!

Leila Rafi

Partner
McMillan 

I grew up in Toronto, which is full of diversity and 
vibrancy. When I think about Toronto for a first-
time visitor, must see/dos include climbing the CN 
Tower, one of the tallest free-standing structures in 

the world; walking around St Lawrence Market to grab fresh goodies 
from local vendors and famers; a stroll through cobblestone laneways 
in the high fashion district of Yorkville; and the unique art at the Royal 
Ontario Museum.

Todd Burke

Partner and Leader, 
International Sales
Gowling WLG

Whenever work brings me to Toronto, I try to 
make it to Richmond Station. It’s one of those 
spots that never disappoints - great energy, 

incredible food and a menu that always feels fresh. A perfect way to 
end a busy day in the city.

Shane Pearlman

Partner
Borden Ladner Gervais

Toronto is a city of distinct neighbourhoods, 
each with its own character and energy. Between 
conference sessions, take a stroll through the 
boutiques of Yorkville, experience the buzz along 

Ossington or enjoy the historic charm of the Distillery District. Toronto 
is best experienced by walking its streets.

Natasha MacParland

Partner
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg

Epoch Bar & Kitchen Terrace at the Ritz-Carlton is 
one of my favourites – sophisticated yet welcoming, 
with attentive service and a refined menu that 
makes it perfect for a memorable meal or cocktail. 

For a more casual stop, the Ritz-Carlton cafe is my go-to for great 
coffee and pastries in a relaxed setting. 

The Toronto Winter Village at the Distillery District

The CN Tower lookout

Royal Ontario Museum
Lake Ontario

Hockey Hall of Fame
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